CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 4th NOVEMBER 2004.

Present:
Bill Shaw – Chair 


Nick Conder






Becky Withers – Vice Chair

Tim Harker 


Teresa Bernard


Jonny Sykes








David Clark – Parish Clerk

In attendance :  KDC Cllr Peter Veasey and one member of the public. 

ITEM 1 : 
APOLOGIES : P.C. John Davis (nothing to report).

ITEM 2 :
WELCOME TO CO-OPTED COUNCILLOR
2.1
The Chair welcomed Ms Teresa Bernard on behalf of all Members.   The Clerk confirmed that she had signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office (to be attached to these Minutes) and that her Entry in the Register of Interests had been accepted by the KDC Monitoring Officer. Cllr Bernard confirmed her willingness to accept Footpaths/Rights of Way as her ‘special interest’.
ITEM 3 :
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS     -    There were none.

ITEM 4 :
BRIEFING ON KDC CULTURAL AMBASSADOR SCHEME
4.1
Mr Colin Brown, KDC Leisure & Arts Development Manager, explained the scheme and it’s relationship to Village Design Statement exercises and the Tidworth Community Area Development Plan. He emphasised the importance of defining the cultural background and aspirations of the Parish to ensure that they could be properly recognised.  Funds to assist in meeting aspirations could best be made available through such a co-ordinated approach. The starting point was to find a volunteer to act as the ‘Cultural Ambassador’ who would make and present a cultural assessment, supported by the Parish Council.
4.2
The Chair summarised the discussion which followed by saying that all were enthusiastic and asked for nominations as Cultural Ambassador.  Cllr Jonny Sykes volunteered for the role and undertook to liaise with the VDS Team to produce the required assessment and work with Colin Brown.  This was approved by all.  The Chair thanked Colin Brown for his presentation who then departed the meeting.
ITEM 5 :
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES

5.1
Approval of the Minutes of the meeting on 16th September 2004 was proposed by Cllr B Withers, seconded by Cllr T Harker,   and approved by all.  

ITEM 6:
MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES
6.1
Tibbs Meadow Footpath (Item 5.1) :  It was noted that the path had been re-laid but that the material used seemed to be saturated and doubts were expressed over whether it would harden off as advised by the KDC engineer.  It was also noted that the wooden stakes (placed to prevent children cycling straight out into the path of traffic) had been replaced by plastic bollards ( the Clerk confirmed that these had not been requested).  These were unanimously agreed to be unsuited to a rural conservation area location. They also failed to meet the need since they were too far apart.   The Clerk was instructed to represent these views on the path surface and bollards to Mr Eden Speller the Senior Area Environment & Amenity Officer responsible  Action : Clerk.  

6.2
Children’s Road Safety Signs Project (Item 5.6).     The Clerk confirmed earlier verbal advice that the objection of the WCC Highways Authority to the location of the two signs had been overcome with the help of the Area Highways Manager (Mr Steven Cross).  He, in liaison with Cllr Withers, had identified safe and effective locations for the two signs which he accepted to be off Highways land.  With his clearance the Ringway Staff had now supplied the signs. The Clerk noted that only the one at the beginning of Butts Hill had been erected so far due to the need to  relocate the second to accommodate the views of a parishioner: it would now be placed further along the Parsonage Farm hedge opposite Sycamore Cottage.   KDC had confirmed that the Home Office funding was now in place to settle the Ringway (Signs Division) invoice when presented.  He noted that they had also sought agreement to some PR exposure for this approved children’s road safety project.

6.2.1
The Chair noted  that there had been conflicting reactions to the sign(s) and adjourned the meeting so that the member of the public present, Mr M Sykes, could comment.  The following key points raised in discussion are recorded:-
The Council had communicated it’s policy thoroughly. This had been minuted over the  period beginning with the September 2003 Meeting.  Details were also published in the June 2004 issue of the Chronicle -  including the Youth Group ‘design a sign’ competition.

The Council supported the view that ‘street furniture’ should be avoided where possible and conceded that, although conforming to published specification, the signs(s) were more striking than had been anticipated.  

 However, it had had to recognise the view expressed by a number of parents that children were significantly at risk from traffic in the Butts Hill/Village Green area and found that it had no choice therefore but to commission signs which would have a reasonable chance of influencing the behaviour of both drivers and the children. In effect, only a striking sign was likely to be effective.
A cogent argument was made to the effect that only a ‘lunatic fringe’ from outside the village  were prone to drive too ‘briskly’ in the area and they would be unlikely to be affected by any signs.   However, it was observed by the three Councillors and the Clerk who live on the stretch of road concerned, that even the most upright local residents were prone to drive too briskly on that stretch of road.  They also agreed that the sign had already had a moderating effect on their speed when driving round the bend into Butts Hill.  
6.2.2
The Chair re-convened the Meeting.  It was then agreed that no argument had been deployed to justify cancelling the children’s road safety sign project. In fact, in this litigious society removal would be a potentially hazardous course of action.  However, it was clear that initial reactions to the sign were not all favourable. Therefore the decision to re-erect the second sign would be postponed until the next meeting- in the meantime views/alternatives would be canvassed by all members .   Agreed by all.   Action : All  
6.3
Crime & Disorder (Item 17.1)   The Chair noted that he and Cllr D Brown planned to attend the Kennet CSP briefing on Tackling Anti Social Behaviour on the 19th of November.
ITEM 7 :
RESIDENCE LOCATION DATA
7.1
It was noted that the Clerk still had had no response to his letters of 21st June and 11th August from Wiltshire Ambulance Service (Trowbridge Station Officer).  The Chair noted that no incidents of delay due to poor location data had been reported recently.  However, the Clerk advised that the Council’s annual target for review the accuracy of the data in use would arise early in the new year and advice on the base-line data in use would be valuable. It was agreed that the WAS failure to respond was not acceptable and the Chair would write to the CEO : the Clerk to draft .   Action : Clerk
ITEM 8 :
BUDGET – FORECAST OUTCOME & FINANCIAL RISK
8.1
The budget provided by the Clerk/RFO and associated assessment of nil financial risk was accepted. It was agreed that the surplus £300.00 (see note 6 of the Budget) should be transferred to general Contingency.  All on a proposal by Cllr N Conder, seconded by Cllr J Sykes, and agreed by all.
ITEM 9 :
UPPER CHUTE BUS SHELTER
9.1
Discussion produced unanimous agreement as follows:-

9.1.1
The existing bus shelter structure should be repaired/re-instated.
9.1.2
Independent estimates for the work should be sought from QPR Building Services (original contractors) and Mr E Quirk of Upper Chute.

9.1.3
The invitations to tender should ask for the cost of measures to prevent/minimise the risk of combustion to be stated.


Action : Clerk

ITEM 10 :
FINANCE : AUTHORISATION OF PAYMENTS

10.1
The following expenditure was proposed by Cllr J Sykes, seconded by Cllr D Brown and approved by all:-

£200.00 to King George Playing Field Cttee : as a grant in aid of expenses. 

£ 35.00  to Chute Parochial Church Cttee  :   as grant in aid of maintenance of St Nicholas’ churchyard
£ 20.00  to Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal  :   as payment for Remembrance Day Wreath

£ 50.00  to Kennet District Council  :  as payment for September/Lower Chute Amenity Skip

£ 30.00  to Cllr Becky Withers   :  as refund of cost of Flowers sent to the Internal Auditor
ITEM 11 :
COMMUNITY CLEANSING GRANT – FY2005/06
11.1
In response to the invitation from KDC, it was agreed by all that application should be made for a grant of £150.00 and the planned use to be for a  Tidy Village Day.
ITEM 12 :
VITAL VILLAGES SUB GROUP
12.1
Cllr D Brown advised that the sub-group (Clrs Brown, Sykes & Conder) conclusion was that the sole target at present was the creation of a play/leisure area at Upper Chute.  The Chair advised that he had written to inquire whether the land previously offered as part of the rejected ‘Land Swap’ proposal might be available on sale for this purpose.  He had however received no response.  It was agreed by all that the possibility of creating such a facility should continue to be kept on the table but, particularly since the Vital Villages Scheme as a source of funding had been withdrawn, no further action was required at this time.

ITEM 13 :
PARISH COUNCIL WEB-SITE
13.1
The Chair advised that, in addition to the WCC planned facility,  both KDC and Tidworth CA seemed to be expanding web-site use.  Mike Winterbourne had been asked to look into possible Tidworth CA facilities and Cllr Peter Veasey agreed to press for advice on KDC plans.     
ITEM 14 :
PARISH WELLS CONDITION - ASSESSMENT
14.1
It was agreed by all that Cllr D Brown should now formally commission Mr M Strong to assess the condition of the two public wells (Upper Chute and Chute Cadley).   The estimated cost of £300.00 :to be funded in part from the current year KDC Cleansing Grant and the balance from General Contingency.  Action : Cllr D Brown
ITEM 15 :
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
15.1
The Clerk read the following summary of actions since the last meeting:  members were content:-

50762  Lantern Cottage, Upper Chute, Reposition of planned garage - No objection by PC  - Granted by KDC
50938  Chute Manor,   Variation of terms re-Tennis Court – No objection by PC – Granted by KDC
51008  Bakers, Chute Cadley,  Tree work -  No objection by PC
51032  Coach House, Upper Chute – Pruning/removal of Yew- PC agree pruning: object to removal.
15.2
The  application (51128) to build a house in the garden of Melbury House, Upper Chute, was displayed and discussed.   It was agreed by all that there was no objection to the application – however the response should emphasise the importance of the proposed preservation of existing trees and provision of new specimens - this being an important condition of the acceptability of the build.  Action : Clerk 
ITEM 16 :
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
16.1
Sustainable Development Manager  The Clerk produced a request from this newly appointed officer to attend a Meeting and brief members on his and their roles in this context.  It was agreed that the Chair should write congratulating him on his appointment and asking for amplification of the benefits he believed were offered to the Parish.
16.2
Tibbs Meadow Southern Boundary Hedge  The Clerk confirmed that he had approached all current occupants of the affected residents and none had any objection to the proposal to fill the gaps in the trees with mixed rural hedging.  Cllr J Sykes would follow through, and seek volunteers to help, in due course.   The Clerk noted that a few of the affected residents would value some pruning of the trees on the boundary – he was seeking advice/help from KDC.  Action : Cllr Sykes and Clerk
16.3
Next Meeting and Close  - The Chair noted that the next Council meeting was scheduled for 9th December 2004 and, there being no further business, closed the meeting.
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